
An Asian Base for Green (Low Carbon) Revolution 

1901: Yawata Steel Works (Japan's first state-run steel refinery) opens

The origin of the industrial revolution 
in Japan

Kitakyushu Asian Center for Low Carbon Society 
Kitakyushu City, Japan

An origin of the Green Revolution in Asia 

Phase 1 (until 1980) 
The age of pollution problems and their conquest (women's 
associations & cooperation among industrial, academic, 
bureaucratic & private sectors) 
Phase 2 (from 1980) 
The age of international cooperation (KITA, participation in two 
summit meetings & international awards)
Phase 3 (from first half of 1990) 
The age of recycling society activities (Eco-Town, PCB treatment, 
fee-for-service garbage collection & more exhaustive garbage 
sorting) 
Phase 4 (from 2005) 
The age of sustainability and low carbon society activities

(Environmental capital, civic collaboration & Eco-model city) 

The History of Kitakyushu City's Environmental 
Policy

The Background of Kitakyushu Asian Center for  
Low Carbon Society 

Eco-Model city

Coexistence of environment and economy

Environmental capital 
of the world

Technology capital of 
Asia

Creation of city brand

Creation of a city recognized as 
"the environmental capital of 
the world" globally through 
further advances in 
internationally recognized 
environmental actions. 

Creation of "the technology 
capital of Asia" through 
sophistication of existing 
industries and aggregation of 
new growth industries, by 
means of reinforcement of its 
R&D functions. 

Certified in July 2008

City of environmental protection and technology, 
nurturing people and culture and connecting to the 
world

The Objectives in Development

Founded on the principles of stock-type 
society

Development of a low-carbon 
society

CO2 reduction target for 2050) 

50% in the city area

Equivalent to 150% for Asia

Approach from an Integrated Perspective

Recycling society Symbiotic society

CO2
reduction

Energy 
conservation

(Reduce, Reuse, Recycle)
Biodiversity

Conservation of 
resources

CO2 absorption through
forest protection, etc.

Low carbon society



Nippon Steel Yawata Works

Mitsubishi Chemical TOTO

Yaskawa ElectricToyota Motor & Nissan Motor

Mitsubishi Materials

Regional Resources The Leading Businesses in the Kitakyushu Region Regional Resources (Outstanding Manufacturing Technologies)

The need for pollution control measures (period of rapid economic 
expansion) 

Pursuit of conservation in resources and energy (two oil crises) 

High production efficiency & low environmental impact 
Development of low-pollution production technologies 

by business enterprises in the city 
(Energy & resources conservation technologies, cleaner production, etc.) 

Aggregation of technologies contributing to 
carbon level reduction

For development of a low-carbon 
society 

R&D in Innovative Technologies 

Assistance of 
universities & 
research 
institutes in the 
city

Regional Resources (International Inter-City Network)

Environment Group, 
the Organization for the East Asia Economic 

Development

Network of 10 cities in Japan, China &  Korea

Network for practical action in 
promoting environmental 
business and cooperation to 
resolve wide-area 
environmental issues (such as 
ocean garbage and 
photochemical oxidants) 

Kitakyushu Initiative Network
62 cities in 18 countries of the Asia/Pacific

Creation of the Asian City Network for Environment 
Improvement for reorganization of the network and 
transfer of low-carbon society building to Asia. 

Creation of the Asian City Network 
for Environment Improvement 

1-2 cities are designated leaders in each country, 
with such cities leading surrounding cities 
to promote carbon reduction and realize 
efficient management.  

What the Kitakyushu Asian Center Aspires to Achieve

Promote aggressive transfer of environmental and 
social technologies, 

push for reform in social mechanisms and 

create new values and culture 

and become a center for "Low Carbon Revolution in 
Asia"



The Principal Role and Functions of the Center

Regional 
resources
Aggregation of 
environmental 
technologies in 

Kitakyushu businesses

International inter-city
network

Asian City Network for 
Environment Improvement 

Organization for the 
East Asia Economic Development

Promotion of technology 
transfer & exchange

Research & information 
communication

Development of 
specialized human 

resources

Promotion of carbon 
reduction

in Asia

Effective use of 
regional resources

Monitoring

Monitoring the state of progress 
in the carbon reduction in Asia

Technological R&D 
by universities, etc., in 
the city

Kitchen garbage 
composting

Steel slag processing
Advanced coal use

Water supply project

Tianjin Dalian

Qingdao

Surabaya
Bali

Chelyabinsk

Bangkok

Medan

Cambodia

Huhehaote

Eco-Town construction

Ho Chi 
Minh Ceb

u

Sewage 

Greater production efficiency

Kitakyushu City 

Businesses

Citizens 
NPOs

Universities
Research institutes

Governments

Low-carbon 
technologies
Low-carbon 
products, etc. 

Eco-
consciousness
Low-carbon living, 
etc. 

Carbon reduction 
technologies
Low-carbon systems, 
etc.

Policy development
System development, 
etc.

Kitakyushu 
Asian 

Center for 
Low Carbon 

Society

Transfer of 
environmental 
& social 
technologies

Various Asian cities
Reduced pollution & improved 

quality of life, together with CO2 
reduction 

Kitakyushu City 
Stimulation of the region through 

overseas environmental 
business operation chiefly by Kitakyushu 

businesses 
Development of 

WIN-WIN relations 

Greater production efficiency


